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Allah only intends to remove
[all types of] impurity from you,
O people of the [messenger’s] household,
and to totally purify you.
(Qur’aan, 33:33)
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Loving the Ahlul-Bayt - An integral part of Iman
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Love for the Ahlul-Bayt (members of the household of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam) has and
shall always be an integral part of our faith. Through this love we can acquire the pleasure of
Almighty Allah and of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam Thus, from amongst the edicts issued
during the caliphate of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Radhiyallahu Anhu, one was:

“Protect (the rights of) Muhammad with regards to his household”

However, some deviant sectors wish to mislead the masses into believing that it is only the Shia that
love the Ahlul-Bayt and that the Sahaabah Radhiyallahu Anhum, Tabieen, Mufassireen, Muhaditeen,
Fugaha, Sufiya and the general Muslim Ummah have failed in their obligation towards the Ahlul-
Bayt. They suggest the vast majority to the Ummah did not afford them the love they were deserving
of and did not fulfil their due rights.

The answer to this misconception depends upon first understanding what the phrase ‘Ahlul-Bayt’
means. If one intends to visit someone with his family, it is only natural that the host first enquires
regarding the number and nature of his family members, in order to make appropriate
arrangements. Mere guessing would be detrimental, especially if the guest were to arrive with his
extended family. Worse than this would be if the host bars certain members of the guest’s
household from entering, merely on the basis that he does not recognize them to be from his guest’s
family. Will the guest not feel humiliated and demand that either his family be allowed in, or else he
too shall depart?

Likewise is the delicate matter of the Ahlul-Bayt. We do not possess the authority to decide who
should be included and excluded in this blessed household. Nay, rather this decision is the exclusive
right of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam. It would be utterly catastrophic if we were left to our
own whims to define who the Ahlul-Bayt are. Unfortunately, that is exactly what we are

experiencing today.

Since the Ahlul-Bayt have been afforded great importance in Islam, it is of utmost necessity that
clear indication be made regarding who they are. Without clear indication from the Noble Qur’aan
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and the authentic Sunnah, each sect could easily chalk out their own Ahlul-Bayt, including and
excluding members without any valid basis or textual reasoning.
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Demonic Selections and Exclusions

There are some sects that claim only the children of Sayyiduna Ali and Sayyidah Fatima Radhiyallahu
Anhum are from the Ahlul-Bayt. Without any valid reason whatsoever, they exclude the three other
daughters of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, viz. Sayyidah Zainab,' Sayyidah Rukaiya and
Sayyidah Umme-Khulthoom Radhiyallahu Anhum, together with their husbands and their children.?

Since this group had no clear proof to guide them and no principle to hold on to, soon came the next
stage wherein they excluded all the children of Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhum from the Ahlul-
Bayt, except for Sayyiduna Hasan and Sayyiduna Husein Radhiyallahu Anhum They unjustly excluded
nine illustrious sons of Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu , viz. Muhammad al-Hanafiyah , Abu Bakr ,
Umar , Uthman , Abbaas , Ja’far , Abdullah , Ubeidullah and Yahya , together with their 12 sons and
18 daughters. In a similar manner, they unjustly excluded the two daughters of Sayyiduna Ali and
Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anhum, viz. Zainab and Umme-Khulthoom .

Just as they excluded all of these illustrious individuals without any basis, they also excluded the
brothers of Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu, and the uncles and aunts of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi
wa Sallam. Even Sayyiduna Hasan and Sayyiduna Husein Radhiyallahu Anhum were not spared from
this demonic behaviour of random selection, which resulted in all the sons of Sayyiduna Hasan being
excluded, as well as many of the sons of Sayyiduna Husein

The phrase ‘Ahlul-Bayt’ has been used in the Qur’aan in reference to none other than the blessed
wives of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam. Following this, the honourable wives deserve to be
introduced first as the Ahlul-Bayt. However, they have been completely excluded by deviants,
highlighting the falsity of their claims and the invalidity of their arguments.

From this it becomes clear that if it were left to our logic to decide who should be included and
excluded from the Ahlul-Bayt the result shall see hardly anyone being left. According to the above
fallacy, it is only half of Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha that makes the Ahlul-Bayt (since only
her sons are included, and not her daughters) and only part of Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu,
since only two of his sons have been included and nine excluded.

! Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha had so much love for her sisters that after her death, she bequeathed
Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu to marry the daughter of Sayyidah Zainab Radhiyallahu Anha , viz. Umamah ,
(as mentioned in Al-Isabah, as well as by Shia scholars, as in the Kitaab of Suleim ibn Qais).

2\f Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu is included under the Ahlul-Bayt due to his marriage to Sayyidah Fatimah
Radhiyallahu Anha, it is only right that Sayyiduna Uthmaan Radhiyallahu Anhu also be included, since he
married not only one, but rather two of the blessed daughters of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam. If
Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu has been included due to being from the clan of the Banu Hashim, then
Sayyiduna Ja’far , Sayyiduna Hamza , Sayyiduna Abbaas and their children should also be included. It is strange
that the Shia, for unknown reasons, do not regard any of them to be from the Ahlul-Bayt!
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Only a very small part of Sayyiduna Hasan Radhiyallahu Anhu shall form the Ahlul-Bayt since none of
his progeny have been included and only ten of Sayyiduna Husein's progeny have been included, viz.
the nine (so-called Imams) until Hasan Al-Askari , and the tenth who is still in hiding. In total the
Ahlul-Bayt would consist of only about thirteen individuals, one of whom is still to appear. This is
the result of using assumption to interpret the Shariah, at a time when clear texts from the Qur’aan
and the Sunnah are available. As Almighty Allah says:
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“Many follow mere assumption, whereas in front of the truth mere assumption is of no avail.”
(Qur’aan, 53:28)
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Who then are the Ahlul-Bayt?

The first addressee of the word ‘Ahlul-Bayt’ are the honourable and illustrious wives of Rasulullah
Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, the proofs of which are:

a) Ayah-al- Takhyeer.? (The verse of choice)

The honourable wives were given permission to raise their living standards but at the expense of
losing their noble husband, Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, or to remain patient upon their
ascetic lives, in lieu of the privilege of remaining the wives of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam in
this world as well as in the next.

They chose to abandon the luxuries of this world in order to enjoy the companionship of
Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam in both the worlds. In appreciation of this, Almighty
Allah addressed them with two noble titles, namely, ‘O wives of Rasulullah,® and ‘O Ahlul-
Bayt'?
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> Some have asked why the masculine pronoun ( <=l J! ) Ss »dd) has been utilized here, whereas in the
verses before and after the feminine pronoun (%) is used. The great scholar of Arabic literature, Zamakhshari,

has answered that the word <! }» is always used in the masculine, plural form, even when it refers to only
females. This is the case when the angels addressed the wife of Nabi Ibrahim Alaihis Salaam, saying:
i 3 i s i 2 i o Gl
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b) It is clearly mentioned in the hadith quoted by Imam Bukhari in his Sahih, that Rasulullah Sallalahu
Alaihi wa Sallam would address Sayyidah Ayesha Radhiyallahu Anha with the title ‘Ahlul-Bayt’.®

Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam would say when entering the house of Sayyidah Ayesha
Radhiyallahu Anha:
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‘Peace be upon you, O Ahlul-Bayt, and the mercy of Almighty Allah and His blessings!’

c) Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam taught the Ummah to recite Salawat at the end of Salaah.
These Ahadith are narrated in Sahih Bukhari and Sahih Muslim. At times, Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi
wa Sallam taught the dua as:
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O Allah, send salutations upon Muhammad and upon the family of Muhammad,
the way you sent salutations upon Ibrahim

Another version of the dua taught is:
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O Allah, send salutations upon Muhammad and upon the wives and daughters of Rasulullah,
the way you sent salutations upon Ibrahim

Both duas are identical in meaning and show clearly that the term ‘family’ refers to the wives and
daughters of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam.

Note: Although the verse of the Quraan in which the title ‘Ahlul-Bayt’ appears refers to the beloved
wives of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa SaIIam,7 it does not mean that only they fall under the ambit

of this honorary title.® Rather, it has a broader meaning, encompassing all who would normally
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frequent one’s house. This includes wives, children, aunts, uncles, and even servants and friends
who frequent the house, until they are considered to be from the household.

To emphasize that the command of respect and honour is not only for the wives of Rasulullah
Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, but for all those Sahabah Radhiyallahu Anhum who enjoyed a very close
relationship with Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam and who would always be found in his blessed
company, Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam on various occasions gave indication to others that
the word Ahlul-Bayt also refers to, as shall be shown in the following chapter.

10
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Blessed Indications

1) Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam declared that Sayyiduna Ali , Sayyidah Fatimah , Sayyiduna
Hasan and Sayyiduna Husein Radhiyallahu Anhum are from his Ahl (family). When Rasulullah
Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam said, “O Allah, these are my Ahlul-Bayt”, Wathila ibn al-Asqa Radhiyallahu
Anhu asked from far, “O Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, what about me?” Rasulullah Sallalahu

Alaihi wa Sallam replied, “and you too are from my family.”®

2) A similar incident has been recorded from Sayyidah Umme-Salamah Radhiyallahu Anha , which
has been narrated by Baihaqi, with an authentic chain of narrators.

She narrates, “The verse: v-J‘ Jal s pi-" Cald i -Uj &) (O family of Rasulullah Sallalahu

Alaihi wa Sallam, Almighty Allah desires to purify you from all filth!) was revealed in my
house. Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam called for Sayyiduna Ali, Sayyidah Fatimah,
Sayyiduna Hasan and Sayyiduna Husein Radhiyallahu Anhum. When they arrived, he
Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam said,

'These are my family members! | asked, ‘O Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, am | not

from your family?’ Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam replied, ‘by the will of Allah, you

most certainly are!'*°

3) Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam enshrouded Sayyiduna Abbaas Radhiyallahu Anhu and his

children with his shawl and said, “These are my Ahlul-Bayt.”**

i oty oy ke 1 o B0 Jgeny o5 slr 3] pdny e B o 1 Jgr gl e J BB e 3 e e el 106 (W Ly iy e
ey ol ol o)) (Soe B By Uy B s Ly Ly <o)l 8 Loy g 0 Bkl oy (A e s ke B o B ey

(Ol ol mmer) Aol b ol ok B 1ally JB e ol n iy 16 Sellal n 1 Jgony U Uy ool B e i 2allly JB e ol e Vgn ol Vpghes
0 ey adis gl aab ) g ol B o D Jpts sl 1206 {ed 48 pap 1K ala i ag B a3 s sl gl e
B fmt s 18 sy D e 060 06 g sl o e oy Al 2z ) 26 ez B g D Jg g e dis ade s s

g L5

T <ONT q4% P B CT G A 2% Lo e ot ] F % e e I of . ¥ [ T (PR
Gl LS GSCLe ey 1 JUS (sl G A% g ABE L ST £ A Apa G o5 Wy el e p WA flog e W e Al sl JB
< 1% < 7. 25 o, 1 S oL AL e gtz N [ TS L e TP N PR ST I <

<_<:-° 148y 1 JGs 444;)&\4.@,.1; Jeise (2R d V.éfm Casy \PIS «53:1» AL 5 B A GaS Al Joly g &5V TG Gl o2 :53\.. ¢
s s e, - PP B o S e G F e

Oﬁm}ﬁ}l&ﬂ",&aj' oY (}J' J.«J«) &_\{T e :)'_}J.;’- Jl}j Cpal Z:)L}“ i}gﬁ}:' & L «oda ;;vg;.él;ggsﬂ,fij[;é;in (;.@.U‘ = :}A’ g\'_%ﬁj né‘ 23

(ol G iyl Ol Jo aiid (3 enall JB IS = b g sams

11



Who are the Ahlul-Bayt

4) During the digging of the trench, the Muhaajireen and Ansaar Radhiyallahu Anhum discussed
which camp Sayyiduna Salmaan al-Farsi Radhiyallahu Anhu should join. Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa

Sallam said, “Salmaan is from us, from the AthI—Bcht./"12

5) When Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam announced the prohibition of his blood relatives ((i.e.
the children of Haashim and Muttalib)) taking Zakaah, he addressed all with the title of ‘Ahlul-

Bayt’.13

6) Whilst returning from Hajj, news reached Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam that a group from
Yemen were criticizing certain decisions of their appointed governor, Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu
Anhu. Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam addressed the crowd at a spring called Khum. He
Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam emphasized that upon his death, they should hold on firmly to the
Qur’aan and to his family. They should not oppose their verdicts, nor show any enmity towards
them.

Years later when Zaib ibn Argam Radhiyallahu Anhu narrated this hadith, someone asked, “Is
it not the wives of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam that are the Ahlul-Bayt?” (The
questioner could not understand why Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam had spoken
regarding the rights of the Ahlul-Bayt, which he believed was only in reference to the wives
of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, whereas here the purpose was to admonish those
who were criticizing Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu.)

Sayyiduna Zaid Radhiyallahu Anhu thus explained that besides the wives, the word Ahlul-
Bayt refers also to those blood relatives of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam who have
been prohibited from taking Zakaah, namely, the families of Sayyiduna Ali, Sayyiduna Aqeel,
Sayyiduna Ja’far, and Sayyiduna Abbaas Radhiyallahu Anhum..**
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How to express one’s love for the Ahlul-Bayt
1) Make dua for them daily.

If one merely recites Durud-e-lbrahim at the end of his Salaah, then just in his fardh, wajib
and sunnat-e-muakkada, he will be making dua for blessings upon the Ahlul-Bayt eleven
times daily, and dua for mercy upon them an equal number of times.

2) Love those whom the Ahlul-Bayt loved.

The love and respect the Ahlul-Bayt had for each other and for all believers is indeed
something which the mind struggles to comprehend. Even when war flared up amongst
them, the love and respect they held for each other never dwindled. History bears witness
to this unique trait of theirs, unfound in other historical conflicts.

Love for each other was divinely placed within their hearts, as Almighty Allah declared:

sz Gl s el s e s 8 g U el
“Had you spent the Earth’s worth, you would not have been able to unite their hearts.

But it was Allah that united their hearts!”*®

The love they bore for each other was so unique it was even mentioned in the previous
Scriptures. The description given of the illustrious companions in the Taurah, as explained in
the Quraan, is as follows:

iy B0 e nisl s i
“Those that are with Rasulullah are fierce against the disbelievers,

whilst for each other they have the highest levels of mercy!”*®

There was no fear of an oppressor silencing them, since they were unafraid of death.
However, when it came to hurting even the feelings of a mere slave, such an act would leave
them crying and begging for forgiveness. They learnt from Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa
Sallam to feed their slaves what they ate and to clothe them with what they wore.

If per chance they had to reprimand a slave, they would spend days pondering over whether
it was right or unjust. Consequently, they would often set the slave free in order to save
themselves from a severe reckoning on account of their reprimand. When this was their
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conduct with their slaves, how impeccable then would their conduct have been, with those
whom they knew Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam loved?

14
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Historical examples

1) Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu said to Abbaas Radhiyallahu Anhu:
“By Allah! Your Islam O Abbaas was more beloved to me than had my own father accepted Islam.
This was just due to the fact that | knew Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam would be more pleased

with your accepting Islam!”’

2) In fixing the stipends of the Muslim Ummah, Sayyiduna Aqeel ibn Abi Talib , Makhramah ibn
Naufal and Jubair ibn Mut’im Radhiyallahu Ahnum, all of whom were from the Qureish, placed the
Banu Hashim (family of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam) at the top of the list. This meant that
they would receive the highest monthly salary. Thereafter, they placed the family of Sayyiduna Abu
Bakr Radhiyallahu Anhu, since he was the first caliph. Then they placed Sayyiduna Umar
Radhiyallahu Anhu and his family.

Hadrat Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu however refused to accept their reasoning. He said:

“By Allah, we have not reached this level of status, except by virtue of Muhammad Sallalahu
Alaihi wa Sallam. Begin with the relatives of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, in order of
how close they were to him, and then continue until you put Umar where Allah has placed
him!” (Futoohul-Buldaan).

The Diwaan (registry) which was formed to detail the salaries and the stipends of the
Muslims during the era of Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu is an undeniable proof of how
Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu would elevate the family of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi
wa Sallam above all others.

3) On one occasion, Sayyiduna Hassan Radhiyallahu Anhu came to the dwelling of Sayyiduna Umar
Radhiyallahu Anhu. He found Abdullah ibn Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu at the door. Abdullah ibn Umar
explained that his father, Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu, was busy discussing some issue with his
governor, Muawiyah Radhiyallahu Anhu, and that he had been refused permission to enter.
Sayyiduna Hasan Radhiyallahu Anhu, who was at that time quite young, realized that the meeting
would be long and thus left.

Later when Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu enquired why he was absent on that
particular day, he explained what had occurred. Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu s
answer at that time, clearly showed how he viewed the Ahlul-Bayt in comparison to his own

children. He said:
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“You have a greater right to be granted permission to enter than [my own son] Ibn Umar does!” (Al-
Isabah).

4) Sayyidah Ayesha Radhiyallahu Anha would praise Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha in the
highest of words saying:

“I have never seen anyone resembling Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam more in speech that
Fatimah. Whenever she would come to visit, Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam would stand up for
her, welcome her, kiss her, take her by the hand and seat her besides him. And when Rasulullah

Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam would visit her, she would do the same!”*®

Likewise, Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha would never utter a word that could cause
any sort of pain to Ayesha Radhiyallahu Anha. She herself narrated that Rasulullah Sallalahu
Alaihi wa Sallam asked her, “[O Fatimah], will you not love who I love?” When she replied in
the affirmative, Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam said, “Then love Ayesha!”

Hadrat Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha would say, “I shall never say anything ever, that could

cause pain to Ayesha »19

5) Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu would often cry when the era of Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu
Anhu would spring to mind. Once, someone asked him why he always wore a particular shawl. He
replied, “It was my bosom friend, Umar, that gave this to me! Verily, he was true and sincere to
Allah, so Almighty Allah dealt with him accordingly.” He then burst out crying.?

6) Prior to her demise, Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha fell ill. It was Asma bint Umais , the wife
of Hadrat Abu Bakr Radhiyallahu Anhu, that attended to her daily needs. After her demise, she
informed Sayyiduna Hasan and Husein Radhiyallahu Anhum of the demise of their mother, and she
assisted in giving the ghusl. Details of the service rendered by the wife of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr
Radhiyallahu Anhu are recorded in the books of the Shia as well, namely, Kashful Ghumma and Jilaa-
ul-Uyoon. It is this undeniable service that loudly and clearly announces that there existed no sort of
enmity whatsoever between the family of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Radhiyallahu Anhu and the family of
Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu.

7) According to some narrations it was Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Radhiyallahu Anhu who performed the
janazah of Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anha, upon the insistence of Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu
Anhu.
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The author of the book s+ s>, has devoted an entire chapter to show the authenticity of

this historical fact. He quotes from the great scholars of the Banu Hashim, viz. Sayyiduna
Muhammad al-Bagir , Sayyiduna Zainul-Aabideen , both whom the Shia regard as their
Imams, and Sayyiduna Abdullah ibn Abbaas Radhiyallahu Anhum, all of who were from the
Ahlul-Bayt.

8) The inter-marriages amongst the close companions of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam and
the naming of their children as Abu Bakr and Umar are an open, undeniable proof of the love and
respect that all bore for the first two caliphs of Islam.

For example:
a) Sayyiduna Umar Radhiyallahu Anhu was married to Umme Khulthoom , the daughter of Sayyiduna
Ali and Sayyidah Fatimah Radhiyallahu Anhum?®'. The details of this marriage have been recorded in

the books of the Shia as well, namely, al-Kaafi and al-Istibsaar.

b) Sayyiduna Ali Radhiyallahu Anhu had fourteen sons, three of whom were named Abu Bakr, Umar
and Uthman?®

c) Sayyiduna Zaid ibn Amr, (the grandson of Uthman Radhiyallahu Anhu) was married to the
daughter of Sayyiduna Husein Radhiyallahu Anhu, Sukeinah.?
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Conclusion

The purpose of this booklet was to highlight the true nature of the word 'Ahlul-Bayt', since if one
does not know who they are he shall never be able to show to them the love, honour and respect
that they deserve.

The booklet also serves as a reminder to the high level of love and respect that the Sahabah
Radhiyallahu Anhum had for the Ahlul-Bayt, and the respect and love that they had amongst
themselves. The love and respect that they displayed for each other was indeed a practical tafsir of
the verse:

(Y il 4 £ QLZ_‘@ e 3 4 J.)Jb a,U\ 'j}:v’ v
Muhammad is the messenger of Allah.
And those that are with him, they are fierce against the disbelievers

and most merciful to each other
(Completed by the Kindness and Grace of Almighty Allah on the 1st of Zhul Hijjah 1440 (2 August
2019)
May Almighty Allah accept it and make it a means of guidance for man and jinn till the Last Day.

May Almighty Allah, in His infinite mercy, bless us all with true love for Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa
Sallam and for the entire noble family (Ahlul-Bayt) of Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam.

May Almighty Allah, in His infinite mercy, on account of this love, forgive us, and unite us tomorrow

on the Day of Qiyamah, and forever thereafter in Jannatul-Firdous, under the glorious flag of
Rasulullah Sallalahu Alaihi wa Sallam, his family and his companions. Aameen
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